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Amendments to the CJaims! 

This listing of the claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
apphcation. 

1 . (Original) In a floor cleaner capable of cleaning both wet and dry 
floor surfaces comprising: 

a base having a dry suction opening and a wet suction opening; 

a handle pivotally connected to the base; 

a recovery tank mounted to one of the handle and the base; 

a working air conduit extending from each of the dry suction opening and 
the wet suction opening to the recovery tank; 

a motor/fan assembly mounted to one of the handle and the base and 
adapted to create a woricing air flow in the working air conduit from at least one of the 
dry floor suction opening and the wet floor suction opening and to the recovery tank; and 

a diverter mounted in the working air conduit and movable between a dry 
suction position and a wet suction position for selectively at least partially blocking 
working air flow from the dry suction opening and the wet suction opening , respectively, 
to the recovery tank; 

the improvement comprising: 

an actuator mounted on at least one of the handle and the base and 
operably connected to the diverter for selectively positioning the diverter in the dry 
suction position and the wet suction position. 

2. (Original) The floor cleaning apparatus according to claim 1 and 
further comprismg an agitator movably mounted to the base for movement between a 
first position wherein the agitator is adapted to agitate a surface to be cleaned and a 
second position wherein the agitator is spaced from the surface to be cleaned for 
selectively agitating the floor surface, wherein the actuator is operably coupled to the 
agitator for selectively positioning the agitator in the first position and the second 
position. 
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3. (Original) The floor cleaning apparatus according to claim 2, wherein 
the actuator is adapted to simultaneously position the diverter and the agitator in a 
preselected position. 

4. (Original) The floor cleaning apparatus according to claim 3 and 
further comprising a control element between the actuator and the diverter and between 
the actuator and the agitator for moving the diverter and agitator into: 

a first mode wherein the diverter is in the dry suction position and the 
agitator is in the second position; 

a second mode wherein the diverter is in the wet suction position and the 
agitator is in the first position; and 

a third mode wherein the diverter is in the wet suction position and the 
agitator is in the second position. 

5. (Original) The floor cleaning ai^aratus according to claim 4 wherein 
the control element is further adapted to control movement of the diverter and agitator 
into a fourth operating mode wherein the diverter is in the dry position and the agitator is 
in the first position. 

6. (Original) The floor cleaning apparatus according to claim 2 and 
further comprising a control element moimted on the base or handle and operably 
connected to the diverter, the agitator and the actuator for selective movement of the 
diverter and the agitator responsive to movement of the actuator. 

7. (Original) The floor cleaning apparatus according to claim 6, wherein 
the control element comprises a divMter cam member adapted to control the position of 
the diverter and an agitator cam member adapted to control the position the agitator. 

8. (Original) The floor cleaning apparatus according to claim 7, wherein 
the control element further comprises a wheel with two sides, and wherein the diverter 
cam member and the agitator cam member are disposed on opposite sides of the wheel. 
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9. (Original) The floor cleaning ^paratus according to claim 6, wherein 
the actuator comprises a puU-puU cable operably mounted to the control element. 

10. (Original) The floor cleaning apparatus according to claim 9, wherein 
the actuator is disposed on the handle. 

1 1. (Original) The floor cleaning apparatus according to claim 6 and 
further comprising an agitator platfoim pivotally niounted to the base and mounting the 
agitator, and wherein the control element is operatively connected to the agitator platform 
for selective positioning the agitator in the first and second positions. 

12. (Original) The floor cleaning apparatus according to claim 1 1 and 
further comprising an agitator motor for driving the agitator, wherein the agitator motor is 
mounted on the agitator platform, 

13. (Original) The floor cleaning apparatus according to claim 1, wherein 
the recovery tank is mounted on the handle and the motor/fan assembly is mounted on the 
handle above the recovery tank. 

14. (Original) The floor cleaning apparatus according to claim 1 and 
further comprising a cany handle mounted on the handle. 

15. (Original) The floor cleaning apparatus according to claim 1 and 
further comprising: 

a supply tank mounted to the handle for storing a supply of cleaning fluid; 
a dispei}ser mounted to the base for dispensing cleaning fluid onto the 

floor surface; 

a supply conduit between the supply tank and the dispenser; and 
a heater mounted in the supply conduit for heating the cleaning fluid as it 
flows fix)m the supply tank to the dispenser. 
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16. (Original) A floor cleaner capable of cleaning both wet and dry floor 
siufaces comprising: 

a base having a dry suction opening and a wet suction opening 
a handle connected to the base; 

a recovery tank mounted to at least one of the handle and the base; 

a working air conduit extending fix>m each of the dry suction opening and 
the wet suction opening to the recovery tank; 

a motor/fan assembly mounted to at least one of the handle and the base to 
and adapted to create a working air flow in the working air conduit from at least one of 
the dry floor suction opening and the wet floor suction opening to the recovery tank; 

an ^tator movably mounted to the base for movement between a first 
position wherein the agitator is adapted to agitate a surface to be cleaned and a second 
position wherein the agitator is spaced from the surface to be cleaned for selectively 
agitating the floor surface; 

a diverter mounted in the working air conduit and movable between a dry 
suction position and a wet suction position for selectively at least partially blocking 
working air flow from the wet suction opening and the dry suction opening, respectively, 
to the recovery tank; and 

an actuator on one of the handle and the base and operably connected to 
the diverter for selectively positioning the diverter in the dry suction position and the wet 
suction position and also connected to the agitator for selectively positioning the agitator 
in the first and second positions. 

17. (Original) The floor cleaner according to claim 16 wherein the 
actuator is adapted to simultaneously position the diverter and the agitator in preselected 
positions. 

18. (Original) The floor cleaning apparatus according to claim 16 and 
further comprising a control element between the actuator and the diverter and between 
the actuator and the agitator for moving the diverter and agitator into: 
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a first mode wherein the diverter is in the dry suction position and the 
agitator is in the second position; 

a second mode wherein the diverter is in the wet suction position and the 
agitator is in the first position; and 

a third mode wherein the diverter is in the wet suction position and the 
agitator is in the second position. 

19. (Original) The floor cleaning apparatus according to claim 18 wherein 
the control element is further adapted to selectively control movement of the diverter and 
agitator into a fourth operating mode wherein the diverter is in the dry suction position 
and the agitator is in the first position. 

20. (Original) The floor cleaning apparatus according to claim 16 and 
further comprising a control element mounted on the base or handle and operably 
connected to the diverter, the agitator and the actuator for selective movement of the 
diverter and the agitator responsive to movement of the actuator. 

21 . (Original) The floor cleaning £Q}paratus according to claim 20 wherein 
the control element comprises a diverter cam member adapted to control the position of 
the diverter and an agitator cam member adapted to control the position the agitator. 

22. (Original) The floor cleaning apparatus according to claim 21 wherein 
the control element further comprises a wheel with two sides, and wherein the diverter 
cam member and the agitator cam member are disposed on opposite sides of the wheel. 

23. (Original) The floor cleaning apparatus according to claim 20 wherein 
the actuator comprises a pull-pull cable operably connected to the control element. 

24. (Original) The floor cleaning apparatus according to claim 23 wherein 
the actuator is disposed on the handle. 
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25. (Original) The floor cleaning apparatus according to claim 16 wherein 
the handle is pivotally connected to the base. 

26. (Original) A floor cleaner capable of cleaning both wet and dry floor 
surfaces comprising: 

a base having a dry suction opening and a wet suction opening adapted to 
remove debris from a surface to be cleaned; 

a handle connected to the base; 

a recovery tank carried by the handle; 

a working air conduit extending from each of the dry suction opening smd 
the wet suction opening to the recovery tank; 

a motor/fan assembly mounted to one of the handle and the base and 
adapted to create a working air flow in the working air conduit from at least one of the 
dry floor suction opening and the wet floor suction opraing and to the recovery tank; 

a diverter mounted in the working air conduit and movable between a dry 
suction position and a wet suction position for selectively at least partially blocking 
working air flow from the wet suction opening and the dry suction opening, respectively, 
to the recovery tank; and 

an actuator on at least one of the handle and flie base and operably 
connected to the diverter for selectively positioning the diverter in the dry suction 
position and the wet suction position. 

27, (Original) The floor cleaning apparatus according to claim 26 wherein 
the motor/fan assembly is mounted above the recovery tank. 

28. (Original) The floor cleaning apparatus according to claim 26, 
wherein the handle is pivotally connected to the base. 
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29. (Original) The floor cleaning apparatus according to claim 26 and 
further comprising an agitator mounted to the base and movable between a first position 
wherein the agitator contacts the floor surface and a second position wherein the agitator 
is ^aced from the floor surface for selectively agitating the floor surface, wherein the 
actuator is operably mounted to the agitator for selectively positioning the agitator 
between the first position and the second position. 

30. (Original) The floor cleaning apparatus according to claim 29, 
wherein the actuator is adapted to simultaneously position the di verter and the agitator in 
preselected positions. 

31 . (Original) A floor cleaner capable of cleaning both wet and dry floor 
surfaces comprising: 

a base for movement along a floor surface; 

a nozzle assembly mounted to the base and having a dry suction conduit 
with a dry suction opening at one end thereof adjacent to the floor surface and a wet 
suction conduit with a wet suction opening at one end thereof adjacent to the floor 
surface and different fiiom the dry suction opening; 

a handle connected to the base; 

a recovery tank mounted on one of the handle and the base; 

a working air conduit extending from each of the dry suction opening and 
the wet suction opening to the recovery tank; 

a motor/fan assembly mounted to one of the handle and the base and 
ad^ted to create a working air flow in the working air conduit from at least one of the 
dry floor suction opening and the wet floor suction opening and to the recovery tank; 

wherein the wet suction conduit and the dry suction conduit are vertically 
juxtaposed to each other. 

32. (Origina}) The floor cleaner according to claim 31 wherein the wet 
and dry suction openings are horizontally juxtaposed to each other. 
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33. (Original) The floor cleaner according to claim 3 1 wherein at least a 
portion of one of the wet suction conduit and the dry suction conduit are made of a 
translucent material so that the working air flow therethrough is visible to a user. 

34. (Original) The floor cleaner according to claim 31 wherein at least a 
portion of both of the wet suction conduit and the dry suction conduit are made of a 
translucent material so that the working air flow therethrough are visible to a user. 

35. (Original) The floor cleaner according to claim 31, wherein the nozzle 
assembly further comprises a squeegee disposed in the wet suction opening. 

36. (Original) The floor cleaner according to claim 3 1, wherein the nozzle 
assembly is removably mounted to the base. 

37. (Original) The floor cleaner according to claim 31 and further 

comprising: 

a diverter mounted in the working air conduit and movable between a dry 
suction position and a wet suction position for selectively at least partially blocking 
working air flow from the wet suction opening and the dry suction opening, respectively, 
to the recovery tank; and 

an actuator on at least one of the handle and the base and operably 
connected to the diverter for selectively positioning the diverter in the dry suction 
position and the wet suction position. 

38. (New) A floor cleaner capable of cleaning both wet and dry floor 
surfaces comprising: 

a base assembly including a nozzle assembly adapted to remove debris 
from a surface to be cleaned either in dry suction mode or a wet suction mode and further 
including a switch mechanism for selectively converting the nozzle assembly from the 
wet suction mode to the dry suction mode and visa versa; 
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a handle connected to the base assembly for manipulating the base 
assembly across a surface to be cleaned; 

a recovery tank carried by the handle; 

a working air conduit extending from nozzle assembly to the recovery 

tank; 

a motor/fan assembly mounted to one of the handle and the base and 
adapted to create a working air flow in the working air conduit from the nozzle assembly 
and to the recovery tank; and 

an actuator on the handle operably connected to the switch mechanism for 
selectively positioning the nozzle assembly in the dry suction mode or the wet suction 
mode. 

39. (New) The floor cleaner according to claim 38 wherein the base 
assCTibly further comprises an agitator movably mounted for movement between a first 
position wherein the agitator is adapted to agitate a surface to be cleaned and a second 
position wherein the agitator is spaced from the surface to be cleaned for selectively 
agitating the floor surface. 

40. (New) The floor cleaner according to claim 39 and further 
comprising an agitator mechanism for selectively controlling the movement of the 
agitator between the first and second positions. 

41 . (New) The floor cleaner according to claim 40 wherein the 
actuator is connected to the agitator mechanism for selectively moving the agitator 
between the first and second positions. 

42. (New) . The floor cleaner according to claim 41 wherein the 
actuator is a knob that is rotatably mounted to the handle. 

43. (New) The floor cleaner according to claim 42 wherein the 
actuator is connected to the agitator mechanism through a cable. 

44. (New) The floor cleaner according to claim 43 wherein the 
actuator is also connected to the switch mechanism through a cable. 
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45. (New) The floor cleaner according to claim 4 1 wherein the 
agitator is a rotatable brush that is driven about an axis of rotation by a motor. 

46. (New) The floor cleaner according to claim 38 wherein the 
actuator is a knob that is rotatably mounted to the handle. 

47. (New) The floor cleaner according to claim 46 wherein the 
actuator is connected to the switch mechanism through a cable. 

48 (New) A floor cleaner for wet scrubbing and wet pick up comprising: 

a base assembly including a nozzle adapted to remove moisture and debris 
fiom a surface to be cleaned, and an agitator for agitating the surface to be cleaned; 

a handle connected to the base assembly for manipulating the base 
assembly across a surface to be cleaned; 

a recovery tank; 

a working air conduit extending from the nozzle to the recovery tank; 

a motor/fan assembly mounted to one of the handle and the base and 
adapted to create a working air flow in the workmg air conduit from the nozzle and to the 
recovery tank; and 

the agitator is movable between a first position wherein the agitator is 
spaced from the surface to be cleaned and a second position wherein the agitator is 
adapted to agitate a surface to be cleaned; 

an actuator mechanism for selectively controlling the movement of the 
agitator between the first and second positions. 

an actuator knob rotatably mounted on the handle and operably connected 
to the agitator mechanism for selectively moving the agitator between the first and 
second positions. 

49. (New) The floor cleaner according to claim 48 wherein the 
actuator is connected to the agitator mechanism through a cable. 

50. (New) The floor cleaner according to claim 48 wherein the 
agitator is a rotatable brush that is driven about an axis of rotation by a motor. 
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51 . (New) The floor cleaner according to claim 49 wherein the 
actuator knob is rotatable between first and second positions to move the agitator 
between first and second positions. 

52. (New) The floor cleaner according to claim 5 1 wherein the 
actuator knob is also movable to a third position to move the agitator to the first position. 

53. (New) The floor cleaner according to claim 48 wherein the 
actuator knob is rotatable between first and second positions to move the agitator 
between first and second positions. 

54. (New) The floor cleaner according to claim 53 wherein the 
actuator knob is also movable to a third position to move the agitator to the first position. 



V 
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